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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 46 pages. OCLC
Number: (OCoLC)52413353 Subject: Federal aid to fire prevention -- United States. Excerpt: . . . because these
grants are needed all over the country. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The prepared statement of Senator Hollings
follows: Prepared Statement of Hon. Ernest F. Hollings, U. S. Senator from South Carolina Good morning. I
want to thank Senator McCain for holding this hearing on the FIRE Act, S. 1941. I, along with 31 other Senators,
am a co-sponsor of this bill which was introduced by Senators Dodd and DeWine on November 17, 1999. The
United States currently has one of the worst fire records of any country in the industrial world. More than 2
million fires are reported in the United States every year. These fires annually result in approximately 4, 000
deaths, 24, 000 civilian injuries, more than 8 billion in direct property losses, and more than 50 billion in costs to
taxpayers. In addition, the fire service--80 of whom are volunteers--is stretching to meet its new challenges. As
first responders, firefighters now can be faced not only with fires but also with medical emergencies, hazardous
spills, and even acts of terrorism. These numbers are not just statistics to me, for I know how tragic a fire
hazard can be. As many of you know, I lost my home in Charleston, South Carolina, last year to fire. A lifetime
of memories went up in smoke. I cannot help thinking that if the local fire departments had more support of
resources, some of that loss may have been prevented. Moreover, if a program such as the one proposed by the
Fire Act were in place, the Isle of Palms Fire Department they have had more efficient fire trucks,...
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