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New Book. 2010 Arthur Ellis Award Nominee for the Best Juvenile Crime BookOn Resource Links Best Books of
2009 listin this sequel to Dooley Takes the Fall, Norah McClintock s gritty mystery of a year ago, Ryan Dooley
continues to struggle against circumstances that would defeat most teenagers, let alone kids who have been in
serious trouble with the law. Dooley (as he prefers to be known) was involved in a break and enter a few years
ago, served his time, and is now living with his hard-nosed uncle, a former cop determined that the boy will find
a way to lead a blameless and useful life from henceforth. But there are threads that still link Dooley to his
former life of aimless criminality, and one of them - with the affable Jeffie, a sometime drug dealer and one-
time buddy - threatens to bring him down, especially when Jeffie turns up dead, while still owing money to
Dooley. Much worse, Dooley s estranged mother turns up dead as well. They have been estranged for much of
Dooley s life, and kept apart by the uncle who feels the son is better off away from the mother, but recently she
has made efforts to clean up her act and get in touch with her son again. This time it s Dooley s uncle who is
suspected of having caused her death somehow, and this of course has major implications for Dooley s own
life. Looking around, the young man doesn t look to have many options in life, especially when the props
holding up his existence start to get kicked away. The best thing Dooley seems to have going for him is his...
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