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discussing such a subject must, in truth, be obvious; for the aim of Horticulture is to beautify the earth. Books
setting forth right principles are useful to students, and, even to proficients, are not without their advantages,
When the object is once brought before the thinker s attention, he must be impressed by its importance. The
intention, indeed, is no other than to enhance the productiveness of the soil, and to fitly ennoble our temporary
abode. To do this effectively is to develop the thinking principle itself - to further the interests of both heart and
soul. The better culture of the land, taking into account the activities and energies which it is calculated to elicit,
cannot be otherwise than advantageous - cannot, in fact, fail to influence for good the life of man. When the
mind is suitably prepared, working with skill and method on the materials which have been lent for our
instruction and our use, every act tends to elevate the soul. Our task, indeed, is to assist Nature, to realise some
effects that perchance shall last for ages. To render natural objects yet more gracious is of greater moment
than is commonly imagined, for, after all, what would life be without beauty. It is, perhaps, questionable
whether any great man ever yet existed who did not love nature. In fact, in his truth to nature resides, in a
sense, the secret of his greatness. Monuments of marble and bronze may excite wonder and amazement, but...
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