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though under a curse, they felt bound to adopt them into their families and treat them like their own children.
Therefore, it was a costly purchase that Wah-ker invited them to make; and on this occasion, Decker and his
comrades bought what the Indians had brought of other wares, such as dressed skins and ponies and Mexican
saddles, but declined the human goods. Wah-ker then produced a shivering little fouryear-old girl, whom he
insisted on their buying. He asked an extravagant price, because he had brought her so far; away from the
Santa Clara country. Her board could not have cost the hero much, for he used to picket his little captives to a
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the ten tribes, which were carried away prisoners out of their own land in the time of Osea, the king; whom
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and go forth into a further country, where never mankind dwelt. That they might there keep their statutes,
which they never kept...
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