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of our sorrow and our indignation because of this atrocity, we waited not for any oGicial prompting to pour
forth our grief in tremulous, glowing words of mingled emotion, as the irrepressible bidding of our hearts
draped our homes and our sanctuaries in the weeds of a national funeral. Let no one say that those
manifestations of regret, of anguish were premature, were superficial. Every day of the interval since elapsed
has only justified and strengthened them. If space gained for reflection upon that awful deed of shame has
begun to disclose in what ways an overruling Providence can turn it to good account in our future career, this
does not go a hair s breadth toward changing our feelings, then first spontaneously expressed, concerning our
common bereavement and its unutterably wicked cause. It is well, that, aHer these weeks of meditation and
observation, we are drawn again, in this formal manner, to a revival of God s recent dealing with us. The
annals of our country furnish one close historical parallel to the present occasion. When our first President died,
than whom scarcely any mortal man was over more venerated and beloved by millions, the Congress of the
original States requested his successor to recommend, by proclamation, to the people of the United States to
assemble, on the twenty-second day of February next, in such numbers and manner as may be convenient,
publicly to testify their grief for the death of General George Washington, by suitable eulogies, orations,...
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