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imagined - included in the conditions of success, or even progress. Guarded, by these difficulties, against the
perils of inquiry and detection, the authors of these frauds have hardened in confidence, cool determination
and impudence. After an election, the defeated partisans soon forget the inquiry into causes; and it is
impossible to arouse them to the painful labor of searching for the mode and means of their own irretrievable
loss. The fruitless contest once fully past, disappointment vents itself in vain curses; and wrath soon evaporates
in threats as idle as the wind. The combination of force, kept up in hope of success, vanishes in defeat; and the
recently associated agents of the defeated party meet again only as strangers, until a new movement inspires
new hope, in another contest - while the victorious leaders of faction divide the spoils, with a security which can
tolerate no feeling towards their baffled foes but indifference or contempt. The great and manifold difficulties
thus shown, as besetting such an investigation, have, in this instance, been met by the possession of the means
and qualifications enumerated, to an extent which can be better demonstrated by the results attained, than by
preliminary statements, which might seem prematurely boastful or egotistical. It is enough now to say, that the
unremitting labor of many months has been given to this task, in total exclusion of all other interests and
occupations; and the facts are therefore presented, from the outset, with a confidence in the...
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