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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .lines traverse every section of the city, and extend for miles out into the
surrounding country, and to adjacent towns and villages. From my home on Bella Vista Avenue there can be
seen at night the beautifully-lighted cars on six electric lines. Many an hour, in the gloaming and later, | have
watched these fiery chariots as they seemed to glide on magic pinions, bearing their precious freightage of
human life in so many different directions, and they have seemed like so many heavenly messengers, bearing
good tidings and blessings to our race. And these nightly visions have been preceded and accompanied by daily
concerts of the sweetest music ever heard on earth--not the music of human voices blended in almost divine
harmony, nor the music of skilfullyconstructed instruments swept by deft and artful fingers, but the music of
human toil and industry, the sound of pick and shovel, and the frequent roar and reverberation of mighty
blasts tearing the needed paving rocks from the adjacent hills. To the heart that loves our race, there is no
music so sweet, so inspiring, as these tuneful tones of human progress, and for years the city of Oakland has
been one grand concert hall, in which that music has been daily heard. Three times a day--in the morning and
evening at six, and at high noon--is heard the deep-toned and repeated boom, and here and there the clouds of
smoke are seen rising from the quarries upon the...
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