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Although Mere Pitou s rotund body, like FalstaD s, was fat and scant o breath, and the Pilgrims Way was steep
and rocky, some reserve of energy enabled her to clap her hands and scream the tidings of high fortune when
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should the clang of a bell foretell good luck, Mother? cried Barbe, the youngest, seventeen that September day,
and a true Breton maid, with eyes like sloes, and cheeks the tint of ripe russet apples, and full red lips ever ready
to smile shyly, revealing the big, white, even teeth of a peasant.
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