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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 92 pages.
Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Technology,
2003 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)56814659 Excerpt: . . . THE LEGACY SHAPING AIRPOWER-POST-WORLD WAR 19
National defense guidance-no more protracted land war involvement outside NATO-nuclear deterrence-more
bang for the buck Tactical air focused on the nuclear mission-Designed for long-range, low-altitude, internal
weapons-F-105, F-1 11. A-5 Continuing doctrine-capabilities gap for conventional ( non-nuc tar ) conflict-Little
attention to conventional support of the land battle NATO orientation-drove USAF and Army thinking about
conventional airpower concepts toward: -Air superiority over friendly territory-Interdiction of armored forces-
Emphasis on choke points Little real change identified from Korean War operations Change initiated in late 50s
and accelerated with the Kennedy administration-entered Vietnam in early stage of change For several years
following World War Il, the guidance for national defense planning was to concentrate on protecting our vital
national interests in Western Europe and to rely heavily on the nuclear deterrent to protect interests around the
world. In response to that guidance, the Tactical Air Forces, Air Force and Navy focused on the nuclear mission
to the virtual exclusion of developing the conventional capabilities needed to underwrite air power doctrine.
And to the extent that there was attention on conventional capabilties, it was increasingly concentrated on the
NATO-Warsaw Pact confrontation. Given the formidable multi-layered ground-based defenses of the Warsaw
Pact, U. S. air superiority aspirations were limited to NATO airspace with some hope for temporary superiority
at times and places of our choosing in Warsaw Pact airspace. Ground attack capabilities had heavy emphasis
on helping the ground forces deal with the expected massive attack by armored forces. Even though the
Korean War was a gr. .. This...
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