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Number: KF27 . V4315 2009i OCLC Number: (OCoLC)609896720 Subject: Women veterans -- Services for -- United
States. Excerpt: . . . 11 women patients, but VA facilities do appear to be working to adapt to the changing
demographics of our Armed Forces. The Department and its facilities must continue to take steps to
accommodate women veterans from modifying delivery systems to ensuring that they meet privacy
expectations, but they must be cognizant of the still widespread perceptions that VA facilities are geared only
toward male patients and that some Department clini-cians lack sensitivity to womens issues. Addressing those
concerns is an issue of leadership that will become ever more important if the VA is going to win trust of this
new generation of women vet-erans. This concludes my statement. I would be pleased to answer any questions
you may have. The prepared statement of Ms. Halfaker appears on p. 70. Mr. H. Thank you, Ms. Halfaker. ALL
Ms. Washburn, you are recognized for a 5-minute statement. STATEMENT OF FIRST SERGEANT DELILAH
WASHBURN, USAF ( RET. ) ASHBURN Sergeant W. Mr. Chairman and distinguished Members of the
Subcommittees, on behalf of the National Association of State Women Veterans Coordinators, I am honored to
have this op-portunity to testify this morning and to present the views of the State Women Veteran
Coordinators of all 50 States. The primary barriers women veterans face in accessing the VA health care across
the country are lack of reliable transportation, unavailability of child care, lack of an integrated primary care
and mental health care, lack of gender sensitivity of health care pro-viders and staJ to women-specific issues,
limited hours of women veterans clinics, women veterans clinics that are difficult to locate...
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