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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 62 pages.
Original publisher: Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. : Center for Strategy and Technology, Air War College, 2009
OCLC Number: (OCoLC)739662665 Subject: Strategic planning -- United States. Excerpt: . . . this must be done
while conducting a humanitarian relief operation of unprecedented scale. Jihadist Insurgency The United
States is now actively immersed in counter-insurgency warfare in an array of locations around the globe. While
the operations in Iraq and Afghanistan are foremost in the minds of observers, other operations, oIen with an
air, space, and or cyber orientation are being di-rected against insurgent and terrorist operators in many
countries. Examples of such operations include recent air strikes against nonstate enemies in Pakistan and
Soma-2 lia. Martin van Creveld notes the trend is clear - insur-gency has become the warfare type of choice of
numer-3 ous nonstate enemies of the United States. Of all types of insurgencies, a jihadist insurgency provides
numerous challenges for the United States and other nations depen-dent on the Middle East oil supply. The
United States will likely retain signicant interest in the future of most coun-tries on the Arabian Peninsula not
only for economic rea-sons but also because it is the location of the two holiest cities of Islam, Mecca and
Medina. If these cities were to fall into the hands of radical Islamists, it could enable a charismatic radical leader
to emerge as the new caliph who would then attempt to unite Muslims throughout the world under an extremist
ideology. With Iraq becoming a Shia-dominated state, Saudi Arabia and other smaller states on the Arabian
Peninsula serve as an important Sunni coun-terweight to Shia Iraq and Iran in maintaining a regional balance
of power. Thus, the USAF must develop robust counterinsurgency...
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