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illustrated. 1907. Excerpt: . . . The Government Accountant Published every month under the auspices of tne
Association of American Government Accountants Entered at tecorui-clatt matter at the poet oEice at
Washington, D. C. Vol. 1 JANUARY. 1908 No. 9 The Preparation of Suits for the Recovery of Balances Due to and
from the United States. An address by W. W. Scott, Law Clerk in the oEice of the Auditor of the State and other
Departments, before the Association of American Government Accountant. --November 12, 1907. THE UNITED
STATES AS PLAINTIFF. Broadly stated, the history of the accounting system may be divided into three periods,
governed by the great general law of evolution: (1) The first period, extending from September 2, 1789, to
March 3, 1817, and covering the embryonic, experimental stage, discovers obscurely the slow and laborious
process of reaching out aGer a system, the distinctive feature of which was a tentative rather than a definitive
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in the beginning by a policy of elimination, of the addition of new methods and of transformation of old
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